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Name: Pierfrancesco Franco
Date of Birth: March 4th, 1977
Birthplace: Turin, Italy 

Working address

Department of Oncology - Radiation Oncology
University of  Turin School of Medicine
AOU Città della Salute e della Scienza
Via Genova 3
11121 Turin, Italy
Phone:+39.011.633.41.19
Mobile: +39.xxxxxxxx
e-mail: pierfrancesco.franco@unito.it

Education and Training

1996, admission at the Turin University School of Medicine 
2000, January – start training in Medical Oncology at Valdese Evangelic Hospital – Turin
2002, January – start training in Radiation Oncology at Turin University
2003, March – MD degree 
2003, April-September  - Medical license training
2003, December – Medical license examination
2004, January – admission to the Radiation Oncology Residency Program of Turin University 
2007, December - Radiation Oncology Specialization Degree 
2014,  January – 2018,  March – completion of the   PhD Program in Biomedical  Sciences and
Oncology – University of Turin



Working experiences
 
A 10-year experience as a full-staff consultant Radiation Oncologist in different Hospitals within
the Italian National Healthcare System

• 2008 April-2009 April  Fellowship – Radiation Oncology Department – University of Turin
(‘Dose escalation in lung cancer’)

• 2009 May – 2009 December -  Full Staff Position – Radiotherapy Department - Ospedale
Sant’ Andrea, Vercelli and Radiotherapy Department- University Hospital Maggiore della
Carità, Novara, Italy

Focused experience on prostate and breast cancer and translational research projects (single
nucleotide polymorphism – SNP – for the prediction of late toxicity in breast cancer patients
after radiotherapy) 

• 2010  January  –2014  April  -  Full  Staff  Position –  Radiation  Oncology  Department  –
Tomotherapy Unit- Ospedale Regionale ‘U. Parini’- AUSL Valle d’Aosta, Aosta, Italy

Protracted experience in setting up a new facility equipped with a single-vault Tomotherapy
platform.  Developing  new  techniques  to  treat  breast  cancer  patients  with  static  angle
tomotherapy (TomoDirect). Managing and organizational tasks also.

• 2014 April – November 2017 – Tenure-track Assistant Professor of Radiation Oncology
– Department of Oncology – Radiation Oncology, University of Torino, Turin, Italy

Academic position within the University Hospital with clinical, research and teaching duties.
Implementation of head and neck, gastrointestinal and breast programs at the University of
Turin. 

• April 2017 –  Italian National Scientific License for Associate Professorship (Scientific
Field – MED 36 – Radiology, Radiation Oncology, Nuclear Medicine)  

• 2017 December – present –  Associate Professor of Radiation Oncology – Department of
Oncology – Radiation Oncology, University of Torino, Turin, Italy

Teaching experiences

• Teaching courses at the University of Torino School of Medicine for the Master Degree in
Techniques of Radiology, Medical Imaging and Radiotherapy (since 2014) 

o Radiobiology (Turin branch)
o Radiobiology  (Cuneo branch)
o Radiotherapy  (Cuneo branch)

• Teaching courses at the University of Torino School of Medicine for the Residency Program
in  Radiation Oncology (since 2014)

o Radiotherapy in gastrointestinal malignancies
in  Reconstructive and Plastic Surgery (since 2014)



o Radiotherapy in breast cancer patients

in  Abdominal Surgery (since 2014)
o Radiotherapy in gastrointestinal malignancies

in  Maxillo-facial Surgery (since 2014)
o Radiotherapy in head and neck cancer

• Teaching  courses  at  the  University  of  Torino  School  of  Medicine  for  the  Master  in
Deglutology (for speech language pathologist) (since 2014)

o Dysphagia in radiotherapy for head and neck cancer

• Teaching courses at the University of Torino School of Medicine for the Master in Senology
(for nurses) (since 2014)

o Radiotherapy in breast cancer patients

Main interests

Head and Neck Oncology, Breast Cancer, Gastro-intestinal Cancer, Prostate Cancer, IMRT, IGRT,
Functional Imaging. 

Memberships

- member, European Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology (ESTRO) 
- member, European Organization for Research and Treatment of Cancer (EORTC)
- member, Associazione Italiana Radioterapia Oncologica (AIRO)

Professional Roles

-  Since 2018 - Chair of the Young Committee of the  European Society of Radiation Oncology
(ESTRO) 
-  Since 2017 – Member of the Core Faculty and Teacher of the European School of Oncology
(ESO)
-  Since 2018 – Italian  Association of  Radiation  Oncology (AIRO) -  Member  of  the  Scientific
Committee 
- Since 2018 – Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO) Gastrointestinal Cancer Working
Group - Member of Directive Council 
-  Since 2015- Co-Editor of the Young Corner within European Society of Radiation Oncology
(ESTRO) Newsletter 
-2016-2017 – Young Co-Chair  of the  Gastrointestinal  Cancer Working Party for  the  Radiation
Oncology  Group (ROG) at  the  European  Organization  for  Research  and  Treatment  of  Cancer
(EORTC)
-2016-2017 –  Young Committee  of  the   European  Society of  Radiation  Oncology (ESTRO) -
Member of Directive Council
-2012-2016:  Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO) Giovani (AIRO-Young Members
Working Group) - Member of Directive Council
-2013-2015:  Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO) Head and Neck Cancer Working
Group - Member of Directive Council
-2011-2013: Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO) Piemonte-Liguria-Valle d’Aosta-
Member of Directive Council 



Prizes and selections

- Early  Career  Investigator  Award  2016 by  the  British  Institute  of  Radiology  for  the  paper:
Volumetric modulated arc therapy (VMAT) in the combined modality treatment of anal cancer
patients, Br J Radiol 2016;89:20150832

- Selected for the ESTRO 2nd Agorá Meeting – 2016 - Mon San Benet, Spain

- Selected for an ESTRO Technology Transfer Grant (TTG) – 2014 -  Optimization of breast
radiation minimizing normal tissue dose -  Department of Radiation Oncology – University of
Pennsylvania School of Medicine- Abramson Cancer Center – Philadelphia – Pennsylvania –
USA

-  ‘Vasario’ prize for the best communication at XVI Regional Congress – Associazione Italiana
Radioterapia Oncologica (AIRO)  Piemonte Valle’ d’Aosta - 2007

Grants and funding

- Research Grant funded by the University of Turin (ex 60%) 2017 - A prospective phase II trial
of bone-marrow sparing dose-painted IMRT to reduce hematologic toxicity in anal cancer
patients undergoing concurrent chemo-radiation – 25.000 euros  

- Research Grant funded by Fondazione CRT – erogazioni ordinarie  2017 –  Prognostic and
predictive role of Programmed death-1 (PD-1) and Programmed death-ligand 1 (PD-L1)
in squamous cell carcinoma of the anal canal undergoing concurrent chemo-radiation –
30.000 euros  

- Research Grant  - ‘ Fondo Finanziamento Attivita’ di Ricerca di Base’ (FFABR)  2017 funded
by Ministero Istruzione Universita’ e Ricerca (MIUR) Italy – 3.000 euros

Invited National and International talks

- Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO)  - Breast Cancer Working Group - VII
Zoom Journal Club – Rome, April 13th 2018 – Is radiotherapy always needed?

- Think Tank Meeting on Research Challenges in Breast Cancer – Assisi, Italy – March 1st-3rd

2018 –De-escalated therapies in early breast cancer: review of the main evidence.

- European EUS Congress - 7° Congress  – EGEUS 2017-  Turin, November 27-28th 2017 –
Satellite Symposium – EchoTip Ultra fiducial needle: mark the spot for radiation therapy. 

- European EUS Congress - 7° Congress  – EGEUS 2017-  Turin, November 27-28th 2017 –
Round Table on pancreatic cancer – Is there a role for fiducial markers during radiotherapy
for pancreatic cancer?



- Piedmont  Regional  Oncological  Network  –  Pre-clinical  research  and  multidisciplinary
approach in pancreatic cancer – Turin, Italy – November  24th 2017 – The role of radiation
therapy in locally advanced pancreatic cancer. 

- XXVII Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO) National  Congress –  Rimini,
Italy  –  November  11th-13th 2017-  Oral  communication  -  Incorporating  18FDG-PET-defined
pelvic active bone marrow in the automatic treatment planning process of anal cancer patients
undergoing chemo-radiation. 

- Italian Society of Surgical Oncology (SICO)- 40° Congress  – Turin, June 30th 2017 – Oral
communication -  Comparing simultaneous  vs  sequential  boost  strategies  during  concurrent
chemo-radiation for anal cancer: results of a retrospective observational study.

- Piedmont Regional Oncological Network - News and controversies from ASCO 2017 –
Turin, Italy – June 23rd 2017 – Head and neck. 

- Breast Unit – AOU Citta’ della Salute e della Scienza – Congress on ‘Metastastic breast
cancer: a multidisciplinary approach’ – Turin, Italy – May 25th 2017 – Adjuvant radiotherapy
after surgery.

- Plastic Surgery and Breast Unit, Turin – Continuos Medical Education – Turin, May 17th

2017 -  Clinical data of radiotherapy in the treatment of breast cancer.

- European Society of Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) 36° Congress – Vienna, Austria
– May4th – May 9th 2017 – Poster viewing communication- Dose to pelvic bone marrow defined
with FDG-PET predicts for hematologic nadirs in anal cancer patients treated with concurrent
chemo-radiation.
 

- What’s  new  in  gastric  cancer?  New  horizons  in  the  treatment  of  gastric  and  gastro-
oesophageal  cancer  tumors –  Turin,  Italy,  January  25th 2017  –  New  trends  in  radiation
oncology. 

- Piedmont Regional Oncological Network – Congress on the Role of nutrition in pancreatic
tumors –  Turin,  Italy  –  November  8th 2016-  Nutritional  issues  during  radiotherapy  for
pancreatic cancer.

- Centre Hopitalier Universitaire Vadois (CHUV) – Journal Club – Lausanne, Switzerland –
October  25th 2016  –  Hematologic  toxicity  in  anal  cancer  patients  undergoing  concurrent
chemo-radiation: a radiation oncologist’s perspective.

- European Association of Oral Medicine (EAOM) – 13th Biannual Congress – Turin, Italy –
September 15th-17th 2016- Workshop: Supportive Care in Oral Medicine –  Oral mucositis in
head and neck cancer patients undergoing combined chemo-radiation. 



- Piedmont Regional Oncological Network - News and controversies from ASCO 2016 –
Turin, Italy – June 17th 2016 – Head and neck. 

- Breast  Unit  –  AOU Citta’  della  Salute  e  della  Scienza  –  Congress  on ‘Breast  Cancer
Treatment: New challenges’ – Turin, Italy – May 26th 2016 – The role of radiotherapy after
neoadjuvant chemotherapy in breast cancer. 

- European Society of Radiotherapy and Oncology (ESTRO) 35° Congress  – Turin, Italy –
April  29th –  May 3rd 2016 –  Proffered papers  –  Oral  communication-  Lumbar-sacral  bone
marrow modelling of acute hematologic toxicity in chemo-radiation for anal cancer.

- Think Tank Meeting on Research Challenges in Breast Cancer – Assisi, Italy – February
5th-7th 2016 – Radiation therapy of regional lymphnodes after primary systemic therapy, with or
without ALND.

- Italian  Society  for  Radiation  Research  (SIRR)  –Workshop  on  Dose,  Dose-rate  and
Biological Effects – Rome, Italy – November 27th 2015 – Radiobiology  of hematologic toxicity
in radiotherapy for pelvic malignancies. 

- XXV Italian Association of Radiation Oncology (AIRO) National Congress – Rimini, Italy
– November 7th-10th 2015- Late effects in oral cavity tumors after treatment.

- Academy of Medicine of Turin – Second Congress on Rare Tumors of the Gastrointestinal
Tract –  Turin, Italy – October 17th 2015 –  Anal cancer tumors: an example of combination
therapy. 

- Teaching Course on Combined Modality Therapy in Locally Advanced Head and Neck
Cancers – Cuneo, Italy – October 12th-16th 2015- Dose density and dose intensity in head and
neck cancer chemo-radiation.

- VIII  Italian  Association  of  Radiation  Oncology  (AIRO)  Young  Members  National
Congress – Montecatini Terme, Italy – June 13th 2015 –  Multimodality treatment as larynx-
preservation strategy in larynx/hypopharynx cancers.

- Congress on Dysphagia and pain in head and neck cancer patients undergoing chemo-
radiation – Alessandria, Italy – March 23rd 2015 –  DARS- and XRS- sparing radiotherapy:
advantages and pitfalls.

- 9th International  Congress  on  Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Breast  Cancer  –  Warsaw
(Falenty), Poland – April 16th 2015 – Breast Cancer Treatment with the Tomotherapy system.

- Piedmont  Regional  Oncological  Network –  Congress  on  the  Role  of  nutrition  in
gastrointestinal  tumors –  Turin,  Italy  –  March  20th 2015-  Nutritional  issues  during
radiotherapy for gastrointestinal malignancies.



- Accuray Taiwan Users Meeting  – Kaohsiung – Taiwan – November 30th 2014 -  Clinical
experience of breast cancer  treatments with the Tomotherapy System.

- Symposium on enhancing  Tomotherapy –  Bangkok  -  Thailand  –  November  27th 2014  -
Clinical experience of breast cancer  treatments with the Tomotherapy System.

- Italian  Association  of  Medical  Physics  (AIFM)  – Workshop  on  Breast  Cancer
Radiotherapy: physical and clinical perspective on diagnostic, dosimetry and radiotherapy
– Turin, Italy – June 13rd 2014 – Clinical and technical issues in radiotherapy for breast cancer.

- Italian  Association  of  Radiation  Oncology  (AIRO),  Italian  Association  of  Medical
Oncology (AIOM), Italian Association of Surgical Oncology (SIURO) Workshop – Young
Specialist Round-table  - Bologna, Italy -  May 9th 2014 – Metastatic prostate cancer: the role
of radiotherapy in bone metastases.

- 2014 Accuray-AERO  Users’ Meeting –  Minneapolis – Minnesota, USA –  May 6th 2014 –
TomoDirect IMRT for hypofractionated whole breast irradiation with simultaneous integrated
boost.

- 18th Annual Swiss Society of Radiation Oncology (SASRO) Meeting – Lugano – Switzerland
– March 27th 2014 – Can Tomotherapy treat all?

- Italian  Association  of  Radiation  Oncology  (AIRO),  Italian  Association  of  Medical
Oncology (AIOM), Italian Association of Surgical Oncology (SIURO) Workshop – Young
Specialist Round-table  - Turin, Italy -  November 12nd 2013 – Low risk prostate cancer: the
role of radiotherapy.

- Teaching Course on the use of Tomotherapy: general aspects on clinic and dosimetry –
Candiolo, Italy – January 12th 2013- Tomotherapy and breast cancer.

- Advancing  in  Radiation  Oncology:  a  Collaborative  Forum –  Dallas  –  Texas,  USA  –
November 28th-30th 2012 – The use of static angle tomotherapy (TomoDirect) in the treatment
of breast cancer.

- Italian  Association  of  Radiobiology  (AIRB)  28th Congress  -   Italian  Association  of
Radiation Oncology (AIRO) Young Members IV National Congress – Milan, Italy – June
15th-16th 2012- Hypofractionation in lung cancer.

- Congress on Tomotherapy in Italy: comparative experiences – Bard (AO), Italy – November
20th 2010 – Experience with TomoDirect in Aosta.
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